
A SOLEMN WARNING 

 

By Edward F Hills 

"...ye have perverted the words of the living God..." Jeremiah 23:36 

"In regard to Bible versions many contemporary Christians are behaving like spoiled 

and rebellious children. They want a Bible version that pleases them no matter 

whether it pleases God or not. 'We want a Bible version in our own idiom,' they 

clamor. 'We want a Bible that talks to us in the same way in which we talk to our 

friends over the telephone. We want an informal God, no better educated than 

ourselves, with a limited vocabulary and a taste for modern slang.' And having thus 

registered their preference, they go their several ways. Some of them unite with the 

modernists in using the R.S.V. or N.E.B. Others deem the N.A.S.V. or the N.I.V. 

more evangelical. Still others opt for the T.E.V. or the Living Bible. 

 

But God is bigger than you are dear friend, and the Bible version which you must use 

is not a matter for you to decide according to your whims and prejudices. It has 

already been decided for you by the workings of God's special providence. If you 

ignore this providence and choose to adopt one of the modern versions, you will be 

taking the first step in the logic of unbelief. For the arguments which you must use to 

justify your choice are the same arguments which unbelievers use to justify theirs, the 

same method. If you adopt one of these modern versions, you must adopt the 

naturalistic New Testament textual criticism upon which it rests. In other words, 

naturalistic textual criticism regards the special, providential preservation of the 

Scriptures as of no importance for the study of the New Testament text. But if we 

concede this, then it follows that the infallible inspiration of the Scriptures is likewise 

unimportant. For why is it important that God should infallibly inspire the Scriptures, 

if it is not important that He should preserve them by His special providence? 

 

Where, oh where, dear brother or sister, did you ever get the idea that it is up to you to 

decide which Bible version you will receive as God's holy Word? As long as you 

harbour this false notion, you are little better than an unbeliever. As long as you 

cherish this erroneous opinion, you are entirely on your own. For you the Bible has no 

authority, only that which your rebellious reason designs to give it. For you there is no 

comfort, no assurance of faith. Cast off, therefore, this carnal mind that leads to death! 

Put on the spiritual mind that leads to life and peace! Receive by faith the true Text of 

God's Holy Word, which has been preserved down through the ages by His special 

providence and now is found in the Masoretic Hebrew text, the Greek Textus 

Receptus, and the King James Version and other faithful translations." Let me say a 

hearty "Amen"! Pastor Del Wray 
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