
 

 

Brief Biography of Dr. Peter S. Ruckman 

 

A native of Wilmington, Delaware, Peter Ruckman is a son of Colonel John Hamilton Ruckman 

(1888–1966) and a grandson of General John Wilson Ruckman (1858–1921). Ruckman was 

reared in Topeka, Kansas, attended Kansas State University, and received a bachelor's degree 

from the University of Alabama. Ruckman married Janie Bess May of Sawyerville, Alabama, 

and they had five children together.  

Ruckman entered the U.S. Army in 1944 and became second lieutenant, although he never saw 

action. At the end of World War II, he volunteered to serve with the occupation forces in Japan 

and while there studied Zen Buddhism. Ruckman claimed to have had paranormal experiences 

during this period, including (in his words) "the experience of nirvana, which the Zen call 

samadhi, the dislocation of the spirit from the body....Looking at my moral life following that 

experience, and my desire at times to commit suicide, I realize I had produced a passive state that 

was an entrance for spirits." Ruckman returned to the United States "uneasy, unsettled, and full 

of demons." Drinking heavily, he became a disc jockey during the day and a drummer in various 

dance bands at night. Sometimes verging on suicide, he began to hear voices, and he met with a 

Jesuit priest to explore the possibility of joining the Roman Catholic Church 

On March 14, 1949, he was saved, won to Christ after talking to evangelist Hugh Pyle in the 

studios of WEAR radio in Pensacola. Ruckman then attended Bob Jones University (BJU), 

where he received a master's degree and Ph.D. in religion. Dr. Ruckman is the founder and 

president of Pensacola Bible Institute, a school primarily for the training of preacher boys in 

Pensacola, Florida. A school accredited by God.  

Dr. Ruckman is the pastor of Bible Baptist Church in Pensacola, and his writings and recorded 

sermons are published by his Bible Baptist Bookstore. Like his father, Peter Ruckman early 

demonstrated artistic talent, and he often illustrated his sermons in chalk and pastels while 

preaching. He has been a tool used by God to win thousands to the saving knowledge of Jesus 

Christ.  He is a staunch and worthy defender of the King James Bible. 

 

 


