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Love sent Jesus Christ to Calvary, He’d rather die than let us go to hell, He rather 
die than let us continue to live in sin. Sin is sin in the sight of God, the God in 
whom we live and move and have our being. Christ died for the ungodly. "It's 
hard to believe that someone would die in the place of a good man, but Christ 
went the extra mile and "died for the ungodly" Romans 5:6-10. And that is exactly 
the point of God's love. That sin and ungodliness were so repulsive to God. That 
He would rather die than let us keep living the way we do. That Hell was so 
horrible that He’d rather die than let us go there." My sin is also sin against my 
God. Sin both in His sight, and also sin against Him, and that’s what makes the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ so essential if I’m to be forgiven. It’s more than my 
feeling truly sorry for my sin atonement needed to be made for it and that is why 
Christ went to the Cross. He did not go there because of factors outside of His 
control. It was not hard luck; he was not a man in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. Love took Him to Calvary, love held Him on that cross. Do you think that 
God would allow His Son to be stripped, and nailed to the cross, and lifted up to 
hang there and slowly die if the Father, Son and Spirit had not all three 
determined before any world’s were created that it was utterly crucial? “The 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men.” God is not indifferent. When He hears the sobs of an 
abused woman God’s righteous anger is focused on the man abusing her. He 
blazes against him, but then He does something extraordinary. He provides a 
Saviour for that wicked man. God’s Son on Golgotha propitiates His wrath and 
the appeased God is reconciled to man. 
 
That is why God sent Him to the cross, and which Jesus freely in love humbled 
Himself to the death of the cross. God determined how long He would stay there, 
because by that death the Lord Jesus was going to save men and women and boys 
and girls who are in the grips of sin. It was to deal with the problem of our 
sinfulness that that Cross, with that Saviour hanging on it, was dropped into its 
socket on that hill, and there He hung until the price of our redemption had been 
paid, and there He stayed until He was dead. That was the total effective solution 
to my sin, your sin. History tells us that the holy innocent One was crucified as 
God’s beloved Son, but the Scripture tells us that He was there for others who 
were not innocent. They were guilty sinners, men and women who had broken 
God’s law, people who were estranged from God their Creator. Before God we are 
nothing, and less than nothing. We are like a pack of dogs eating our own vomit. 
We are like a herd of swine wallowing in the mud. We are contemptuous rebels, 
and to be in his presence as we are is to be utterly condemned. Yet He took our 
condemnation in our stead and in our room because He loved us to the finish. 
Do you remember how the greatest prophet of the Old Testament responded to 
the revelation of the mighty Creator as it was given to him in the Temple when he 



saw the majesty and magnificence and glory of God? The seraphim’s were singing 
and sighing, “Holy! Holy! Holy! Isn’t he utterly holy?” And they covered their 
eyes from a full sight of it, and immediately Isaiah bursts out, “Woe is me! Woe is 
me!” Here was a man who was going to pronounce woe on the nations of the 
world and his own nation, but he couldn’t do that before first of all pronouncing 
woe on himself. 
 
In the presence of the holy God of the Bible there is no Christian living unless he 
has pronounced the anathema on himself, and seen himself in the presence of 
this majestic God and cried out, “I am undone.” We have seen that our best gifts 
are stained and blemished, hopelessly inadequate when placed in the presence of 
this great God. Here is Isaiah, this great preacher prophet of the Old Testament. 
He is going to stride the stage of human history like a colossus among all the 
prophets. Whoever could speak like Isaiah? Yet when God comes near it is those 
very lips that were his greatest natural ability, his glorious eloquence, it is those 
lips that make him cry out, and “They are unclean. Touch them with a coal from 
the altar.” Our sins need forgiveness; our very talents need cleansing. We need to 
be de-sinned. 
 
Do you see that the cross is necessary because it is for unclean men and women 
that Jesus has been freely given to the world by Almighty God? We have never 
seen ourselves until we have really looked at ourselves and seen ourselves as God 
sees us, as those who day by day live in His presence, who are moving steadily 
towards a fearsome encounter with Him, standing terribly exposed as His eyes 
are upon us. Too many here are stroking their affections, prepping themselves 
like the Pharisee in the Temple, that they are not like other men. You know how 
he went one day to the Temple to pray, and Jesus was watching him. He prayed 
standing up so that as many as possible could see and hear him, head erect, 
speaking aloud, his voice carrying across the Temple courts. His act deserved an 
Oscar, the way he was dressed for the occasion, the manner in which he carried 
himself, the way he took the most suitable position, where the light fell on him 
and the acoustics helped his voice to sound forth, the way he held himself so 
religiously before his audience, and then he started his great intonation as he 
began his prayer. He knew that one should always begin a real prayer with words 
of thanksgiving. Maybe his rabbi had told him always to do that, and so he 
thanked God, but what did he thank Him for? That he was not like other men, so 
sinful compared to Him. “Thank you that I am not an adulterer. Thank you that I 
fast. Thank you that I tithe. Thank you that I am not like this publican who is 
getting into my space and spoiling my performance, distracting people from 
focusing on me. Thank you that I am better than other people. Thank you that I 
can see the faults of other people.” There is no religion that is more popular than 
the one that points out the failings of other people, and the Pharisee had it right 
through his prayer. And do you know what we do? Do you know? We read this 
incident, and we go away saying, “I thank you God that I am not like that 
Pharisee.” We are doing exactly the same thing. We are comparing ourselves 
horizontally with another pathetic religious sinner. We think of inconsistent 
church goers and we think that their failings excuse ours. 



The cross was necessary, not because of what you are like measured by other 
people but because what you are like in the presence of the God of the Bible. 
Because measured by the God who is light, in whom is no darkness at all, you 
cannot stand for a moment. You are a falling man, a collapsed man, a fallen man. 
None of us can stand. In God’s presence we have no prayer other than the prayer 
of the poor man who had been thoughtless enough to distract other people from 
looking at the Pharisee. That man looked down to the dust and beat his breast 
and crying, “God . . . be merciful . . . to me . . .  a sinner.” I tell you when God 
freely determined to save then it was sinners whom he loved. These are the 
persons he made up his mind to save, but when they had cast themselves on His 
mercy there was no way he could save them other than dealing in strict and fair 
justice with Jesus to die in their place, as their substitute, to suffer what they 
ought to suffer, to go where they ought to go, to bear the judgment they deserve, 
to take the wrath that ought to be poured out on them. That is why the cross is 
essential, because either we sinners will pay the wages of sin or the Redeemer will 
clear the debt for us, and this Messiah goes to Calvary as the Lamb of God to 
suffer and die in our place that we may be forgiven. 
 
So here is today’s sin; it’s fresh; not the sin of my youth but sin right now that is 
up to date. Do I know my sin today? Do I really know what it is to stand in the 
presence of the immaculate God of the Bible, blemished and stained as I am and 
utterly undone in His presence? Do I stand there knowing that He has provided a 
Saviour? Do I know that it is because of my sin that the cross was necessary? We 
as human beings, all of us are sinner’s not only sinner’s outwardly but inwardly, 
through and through, from the top of our heads to the souls of our feet. Sin so 
dominating us that God in the Holy Bible uses the word SIN to describe our 
hearts, to show us human nature as it is in His eyes. 1 Sam. 16:7, “But the LORD 
said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 
because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”  


