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It is my sole desire in exposing the greatest danger that is facing the Church today as it 
always has been to make clear the true nature of humankind in the light of Holy 
Scripture that we as God‟s creation, although fallen, might see our plight as a lost race of 
people separated from God. That the Holy Ghost might enter the veil of our wicked 
hearts, drawing us to Christ, tearing down the wall of petition, removing the great gulf 
fixed between mankind and the highest majesty of our universe Jesus Christ Himself. So 
this brief writing is penned.  
 
Total depravity of course does not mean that human beings are as bad as they possibly 
could be. All people are not always bad all of the time. Rather total depravity means that 
no part of our being remains untouched and unaffected by the corruption of sin. Sin has 
enslaved the total person:  
 
It is not just that some parts of us are sinful and others are pure. Rather, every part of 
our being is affected by sin, our intellects, our emotions and desires, our hearts, the 
center of our desires and decision-making processes, our goals and motives, and even 
our physical bodies. Paul says, “I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in 
my flesh” Rom. 7:18, and, “to the corrupt and unbelieving nothing is pure; their very 
minds and consciences are corrupted” Titus 1:15. Moreover, Jeremiah tells us that “the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately corrupt; who can understand it?” Jer. 
17:9. In these passages Scripture is not denying that unbelievers can do well in human 
society in some senses. But it is denying that they can do any spiritual good or be good 
in terms of a relationship with God. Apart from the work of Christ in our lives, we are 
like all other unbelievers who are “darkened in their understanding, alienated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart” Eph. 
4:18.  
 
Our totally depraved human nature as fallen human beings leads to a total inability on 
our part to do any spiritual good or to please God:  
 
Not only do we as sinners lack any spiritual good in ourselves, but we also lack the 
ability to do anything that will in itself please God and the ability to come to God in our 
own strength. Paul says that “those who are in the flesh cannot please God” Rom. 8:8. 
Moreover, in terms of bearing fruit for God‟s kingdom and doing what pleases him, 
Jesus says, “Apart from me you can do nothing” John 15:5. In fact, unbelievers are not 
pleasing to God, if for no other reason, simply because their actions do not proceed from 
faith in God or from love to him, and “without faith it is impossible to please him” Heb. 
11:6. When Paul‟s readers were unbelievers, he tells them, “You were dead through the 



trespasses and sins in which you once walked” Eph. 2:1-2. Unbelievers are in a state of 
bondage or enslavement to sin, because “everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin” 
John 8:34. Though from a human standpoint people might be able to do much good, 
Isaiah affirms that “all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment” Isa. 64:6; Rom. 
3:9-20. Unbelievers are not even able to understand the things of God correctly, for the 
“natural man does not receive the gifts „things‟ of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to 
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned” 1 Cor. 
2:14. Nor can we come to God in our own power, for Jesus says, “No one can come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draws him” John 6:44.  
 
This then is the sad state of fallen humanity into which we are born: dead in trespasses 
and sins Eph. 2:1-2, by nature children of wrath Eph. 2:3 and enemies of God Rom. 5:10, 
darkened in understanding.  
 
You may no longer wonder why we need a Saviour from sin. 



Excluded from the life of God, ignorant, and hard of heart Eph. 4:18, in bondage to sin 
John 8:34, unable to please God Rom. 8:8, unable to accept and understand the things 
of God 1 Cor. 2:14, and unable to come to God in our own power John 6:44.  
 
This is the teaching of Scripture.  
 
"Our prayers have stains in them, our faith is mixed with unbelief, our repentance is not 
as tender as it should be, and our communion is distant and interrupted. We cannot 
pray without sinning, and there is filth even in our tears." 


