
MAN ONLY KNOWS HIMSELF BY KNOWING GOD 

 

 “For in him we live and move and have our being.”  Acts 17:24-28 

 

God “gives all men life and breath and everything else” Acts 17:25. All people exist in 
God, we are His offspring. That is the claim we Christians make who has been taught by 
Scripture: “We know what we are because we‟ve come to know God.” Paul tells these 
members of the Areopagus, they were a sort of watch committee and the city council of 
Athens that they owed their existence not to any of the gods of Greece, but to the God 
Paul was bearing witness to, the God who sent his Son, Jesus Christ into the world, the 
God who had brought Paul to Greece, the Creator “who made the world and everything 
in it, the Lord of heaven and earth” v.24, the God who doesn‟t live in ornate temples 
made by men and Athens was full of such buildings, the God who doesn‟t demand such 
service as sacrifices and offerings from us, but the Lord who came in order to serve us, 
and to give his life a ransom for many of us. He is the God who made every nation, who 
made Greece and Rome, and determined their histories, their triumphs and defeats, all 
those times of expansion and disaster, and the exact places where every nation on earth 
should live. He is the involved God, the God who expects people to find Him and 
promises that every single person who seeks Him will indeed meet Him, not one failing 
to find Him. He is the God who is not far from each one of us, not an elusive and 
mysterious God at all, the God who has spoken to Israel‟s fathers in times past but now 
in these last days he speaks to housewives and slaves and teenagers and fishermen and 
soldiers by his own Son Jesus Christ. So you can know about Him, and you can know 
Him. He is not far from each of us. Paul‟s „us‟ embraced all of them on this Mars Hill and 
it included himself. It embraces us here today. God is not far from each of us this God 
who has revealed Himself in a Book of many authors, in other words, in the Bible, 
especially makes Himself known to us as the Bible is preached to us. You can know who 
you yourselves are by knowing Him, who God is, because all of us are God‟s offspring. 

Conversely, if you reject the living God, and the possibility of knowing Him, then what 
help do you have to discover who you are, and why you exist? Imagine not knowing your 
own name! “Who are you?” “I don‟t know.” Wouldn‟t you find that utterly unacceptable? 
Wouldn‟t you strive to discover your name? Wouldn‟t it be your priority? But to whom 
or to what do you turn for some help in this quest? The people of Athens went in their 
imaginations to the mythical Mount Olympus and the gods who fought and killed and 
lusted there. Today many turn to the animal world, and the theory of evolution. They 
describe human beings as „naked apes.‟ The immense weakness of that template of 
looking to the animals to know who we are is the lack of moral structures in the animal 
world. Nature is raw in tooth and claw. Every wild animal has a horrible end and most 
domestic animals. Such great graces as self-denial, and mercy, and pity, and compassion 
are not paramount in the animal world. Now of course there are many parallels between 
animals and men. There can be identical hearts, and interchangeable heart valves and 
central nervous systems. We are all made by the Creator from the same stuff of the 
earth. God does not spread diversity unnecessarily, but animals are also very different, 
especially in that they lack a conscience, and the things of the law are not written on 
their inner beings. We weep and laugh and write and make works of art and music and 



poetry. A man will lay down his life for his friends. If the model for how men are to 
behave is the way animals behave then violence will triumph and the fittest will survive. 

If you reject the living God and the possibility of knowing Him, then another alternative 
in finding out who you are is that invented by Sigmund Freud. He dismissed a belief in 
the God of the Bible as a „universal, obsession neuroses. So how did Freud define human 
identity? He did it by our sexuality, by our sexual desires and sexual identity. In other 
words, Freud was a Romantic he was part of that whole German Romantic movement 
which said that personal experience gives you your personal identity. It is our sexual 
drives, and how we identified ourselves as heterosexual or homosexual that tells us what 
we are. It is not in relation to the God of creation or in relation to the animals but with 
regards to our sexual orientation that we discover what we are. 

I was standing on the road during the week of the Jubilee King James Bible Conference 
listening to men from the Conference like Harold Sightler and Rob Bell speaking to 
several hundred people. They were excellent, and when the meeting was over many 
remained and talked. An old friend of the church, Dan Dickerson from Greenville, 
brought a middle-aged local man to me because he was saying things he couldn‟t 
understand or answer, and so for an hour or two we two spoke on the sidewalk there 
when everyone else had gone. Little did I know that a number of people from the 
Conference were back in their hotel over the road, standing in the lounge in the bay 
window looking at us talking and they were praying for me. I had seen this man around 
town over the years but had never met him. He told me that he believed that it was in 
having children that life was all about, in other words, sexuality was what life was about, 
He did not say the word „sex‟ but later as I thought about his purpose in life it was all 
about human reproduction and relationships, and I was not prepared for that. He was a 
Freudian. I do not do enough debating and defending the faith in pagan America today 
to know how people outside the church think. All I was able to bear witness to was 
biblical ethics and sexuality, chastity before marriage and faithfulness within it and then 
to a personal knowledge of the Lord and growth in Him. I have told you of that incident 
so that you do not start to think that what I am saying to you about the crucial 
importance of really knowing who you are is all rather theoretical and academic and 
cerebral and irrelevant. If you do not know the living God then you will turn to such 
things as the animal world or to sexuality to try to discover who you are. Please don‟t 
limit yourself to so narrow a self understanding. You have the possibility of a new 
heaven and earth, and meeting angels and singing the praises of God! Why should we 
not know God? 

 

 

 


