
MAN’S NATURE IS HELPLESSLY AND 
INCURABLE FLAWED 
 
Man’s heart is infected with sin and hatred for God. 
 
Pastor Del Wray 
 
The third chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is the most sweeping description of 
the universality of human depravity that could possibly have been penned. I quote here 
starting at the ninth verse,  
 
“What then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both 
Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There is none righteous, 
no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they 
have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their 
ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their 
eyes. Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God” Romans 3:9-19.  
 
Jonathan Edwards says upon this passage, “If the Words which the Apostle uses here do 
not most fully and determinately signify a universality no Words ever used in the Bible, 
or elsewhere, are sufficient to do it.” I might challenge any man to produce any one 
paragraph in the Scripture, from the beginning to the end, where there is such a 
repetition and accumulation of terms, so strongly, and emphatically, and carefully to 
express the most perfect and absolute universality, or any place to be compared to it. 
What instance is there in the Scripture, or indeed any other writing, when the meaning 
is only the much greater part, where this meaning is written in such a manner by 
repeating such expressions, “They are all,” “they are all,” “they are all together,” “every 
one,” “all the world”; joined to multiplied negative terms, to show the universality to be 
without exception; saying, “There is no flesh,” “there is none, there is none, there is 
none, there is none,” four times over; besides the addition of “no, not one, no, not one,” 
once and again … . “So that if this matter, “universal depravity” is not here plainly, 
expressly and fully described, it must be because no words can do it; and it is not in the 
power of language, or any manner of terms and phrases, however contrived and heaped 
one upon another, determinately to indicate any such thing.” I may add that to make it 
more telling, the apostle insists upon it that the pollution is not just part of a man, but 
he sums up the different parts and powers of the body, intending by it to indicate the 
passions and qualities of the soul; you have the “feet,” “mouth,” “eyes,” “hands,” all 
depraved, all filthy, all vile. Truly if we cannot see the doctrine here, it is probable we 
never shall see it anywhere; and we have in ourselves, in our own blindness, a sure proof 
of how true it is. Such passages as these may tend to strengthen your minds, where Job 
says, “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one”; Job 14:4 and again, 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Job%2014.4


“What is man, that he should be clean? And he who is born of a woman, that he should 
be righteous?” Job 15:14. The fount from which we spring is obviously sinful. None of us 
have perfect mothers or perfect fathers, and how can we expect that a clean thing shall 
be brought out of an unclean thing? David says in the fourteenth Psalm, “The Lord 
looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any who did 
understand and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: 
there is no one who does good, no, not one” Psalms 14:2-3. You know his own 
description of himself in the fifty-first Psalm, and therefore I scarcely need to refer to it. 
His son, the mighty preacher Solomon says about men in Ecclesiastes, “The heart of the 
sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live” Ecclesiastes 
9:3. You have not forgotten the mournful description in the first chapter of Isaiah, “The 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart is faint. From the sole of the foot even to the 
head there is no soundness in it: but wounds and bruises, and putrefying sores” Isaiah 
1:5-6. That passage in Jeremiah also stands out very prominently; “The heart is deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked, who can know it?” Jeremiah 17:9. And our 
Saviour has put in very strong language, his own view of the human heart in Matthew: 
“Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness and blasphemies” Matthew 15:19. Perhaps, after all, one of the strongest is that 
of Paul, were he says, “The carnal mind is enmity against God, is not reconciled to God, 
neither indeed can be” Romans 8:7.  And James, the practical James says, “The spirit 
which is in us lusts to envy” James 4:5. I have only given one or two passages, as it were, 
out of the great teeming mass. If any man is determined to turn Scripture upside down 
and pervert the truth, he may escape from the doctrine of the total depravity of the 
human race; but surely if we take the Bible as it stands, we may boldly say that if it does 
not teach that man is evil, thoroughly evil, then it does not teach anything at all, the 
Book is without meaning of any kind. Man is thoroughly evil; the heart is bad through 
and through to its very core, it is infected with sin and hatred of God in its center and 
essence. 
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