
MAN'S NATURE IS INCURABLY WICKED 
 
Jesus knew what was in man! 
 
“And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.” 
John 2:25 
 
What a description we have in the Bible of human nature‟s depravity and it‟s 
depth of iniquity. Charles H. Spurgeon, the English divine, „Prince of Preachers‟ 
does a tremendous job in declaring man‟s depraved nature as revealed in Holy 
Scripture. 
 
Man's Nature is Incurable;  
 
“The imagination of man‟s heart is evil from his youth.” 
 
You will remember, before the flood, in the sixth chapter, it is written, “God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” Gen. 6:5. After the flood it is 
just the same. The description in the sixth chapter belonged to the entire 
antediluvian race. You might have hoped that after so terrible a judgment when 
only a few, a chosen and favored few, that is eight, were saved by water, that then 
as man began anew with a better stock, the old branches that were sere and 
rotten being cut away, that now the nature of man would be improved. It is not 
one whit so; the same God who, looking at man, declared that his imaginations 
were evil before the flood, pronounces the very same verdict upon them 
afterwards. Oh God! How hopeless is human nature! How impossible it is that 
the carnal mind should be reconciled to God! How needful it is that you should 
give us new hearts and right spirits, seeing that the old nature is so evil that even 
the floods of your judgments cannot cure it of its evil imaginations! I would have 
you studiously notice the words used in these passages, the antediluvian and the 
postdiluvian verdict of God. Look at the fifth verse of the sixth chapter, God saw 
not only outward sin, that was great and multiplied, and cried to Him for 
vengeance; He saw sin in the sons of men, the descendants of Cain; worse still, 
He saw treachery and departure from God in the sons of the chosen one, the sons 
of Seth had gone astray also. The sons of God saw the daughters of men that they 
were fair, and the two races became mingled resulting in monsters of 
iniquity. But, worse than that, he saw that the thoughts of men‟s hearts were evil: 
man could not think without being evil; indeed, more, the substratum which 
underlies actual thought, unformed, unfashioned thought, the eggs, the embryos 
of thought, called here the imagination of the thought, the first conception, the 
infant motions of the soul, all these He found to be evil. But observe, He says they 
were “only evil.” Not one trace of good, no gold amidst the dross, no light amidst 
the darkness, they were “only evil.” And then He adds that word “continually.” 
What? Never any repentance, never any yearning towards the right! No pure 
drops of holiness now and then? No, never. “Every imagination,” notice that 



word. The whole verse is most clear, a broom that sweeps man clean of all 
boasted good. “Every imagination,” when he was at his best, when he stood at 
God‟s altar, when he tried to be right, even then his thoughts had evil in 
them. Spurgeon says, “All man‟s thoughts, all his desires, all his purposes are evil, 
expressly or by implication; because the subject of them is avowedly sinful, or 
because they do not proceed from a holy principle, and are not directed to a 
proper end. It is not occasionally that the human soul is thus under the influence 
of depravity; but this is its habit and state. It seems impossible to construct a 
sentence which should more distinctly express its total corruption than this.” 
Look at this other passage which is our text; you will see it gives a different phase 
of the very same evil, but it does not abate one jot or tittle of it; it is still “the 
imagination of man‟s heart,” it is still the inward character, the essence, the pith, 
the marrow of mankind which God is dealing with. It is not the stream which 
comes from man that is foul, but the fountain of man, the innermost source of the 
fountain, the imagination of his heart is evil: and we are told here what we are not 
told in the other text, that his thoughts are evil from his youth, that is to say, from 
his earliest childhood; and it would not be evil from his childhood in every case if 
there were not certain seeds of evil sown before that, and therefore we can go 
further, and in the words of Holy Scripture, we can confess with sorrowful 
truthfulness, “Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived 
me.” From the very earliest imaginable period in which human nature exists it is 
a defiled, tainted thing, and only worthy of God‟s utter abhorrence; and if it were 
not that he smells a sweet savour in the sacrifice of Christ, He would say, as he 
did say in the sixth chapter, “He repented that He had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved Him in His heart. And the Lord said, „I will destroy man whom I 
have created from the face of the earth.‟” 
 
It is true both before and after the flood. If you want any proof of its being 
true now, turn to the scores of passages of Scripture which all prove it. I think, 
however, if our time were limited as it is this morning, I should prefer to mention 
the third chapter of Paul‟s Epistle to the Romans. It is the most sweeping 
description of the universality of human depravity that could possibly have been 
penned. I will read starting at the ninth verse, 
 
“What then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved 
both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; as it is written, „There is none 
righteous, no, not one: there is none who understands, there is none who seeks 
after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are all together become 
unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one. Their throat is an open 
sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under 
their lips: whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: their feet are swift to 
shed blood: destruction and misery are in their ways: and they have not known 
the way of peace: there is no fear of God before their eyes.‟ Now we know that 
whatever things the law says, it says to those who are under the law: so that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God.” Romans 3:9-19. 
 



Jonathan Edwards says upon this passage, “If the words which the Apostle uses 
here do not most fully and determinately signify a universality, no words ever 
used in the Bible, or elsewhere, are sufficient to do it.” I might challenge any man 
to produce any one paragraph in the Scripture, from the beginning to the end, 
where there is such a repetition and accumulation of terms, so strongly, and 
emphatically, and carefully to express the most perfect and absolute universality, 
or any place to be compared to it. What instance is there in the Scripture, or 
indeed any other writing, when the meaning is only the much greater part, where 
this meaning is written in such a manner by repeating such expressions, “They 
are all,” “they are all,” “they are all together,” “every one,” “all the world”; joined 
to multiplied negative terms, to show the universality to be without exception; 
saying, “There is no flesh,” “there is none, there is none, there is none, there is 
none,” four times over; besides the addition of “no, not one, no, not one,” once 
and again. “So that if this matter of universal depravity is not here plainly, 
expressly and fully described, it must be because no words can do it; and it is not 
in the power of language, or any manner of terms and phrases, however contrived 
and heaped one upon another, determinately to indicate any such thing.” I may 
add that to make it more telling, the apostle insists upon it that the pollution is 
not just part of a man, but he sums up the different parts and powers of the body, 
intending by it to indicate the passions and qualities of the soul; you have the 
“feet,” “mouth,” “eyes,” “hands,” all depraved, all filthy, all vile. Truly if we cannot 
see the doctrine here, it is probable we never shall see it anywhere; and we have 
in ourselves, in our own blindness, a sure proof of how true it is. Such passages as 
these may tend to strengthen your minds, where Job says, “Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean? Not one”; Job 14:4 and again, “What is man, that he 
should be clean? And he who is born of a woman, that he should be 
righteous?” Job 15:14. The fount from which we spring is obviously sinful. None 
of us have perfect mothers or perfect fathers, and how can we expect that a clean 
thing shall be brought out of an unclean thing? David says in the fourteenth 
Psalm, “The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if 
there were any who did understand and seek God. They are all gone aside, they 
are all together become filthy: there is no one who does good, no, not 
one.” Psalms 14:2-3. You know his own description of himself in the fifty-first 
Psalm, and therefore I scarcely need to refer to it. His son, the mighty preacher 
Solomon says about men in Ecclesiastes, “The heart of the sons of men is full of 
evil, and madness is in their heart while they live.” Ecclesiastes 9:3. You have not 
forgotten the mournful description in the first chapter of Isaiah, “The whole head 
is sick, and the whole heart is faint. From the sole of the foot even to the head 
there is no soundness in it: but wounds and bruises, and putrefying sores.” Isaiah 
1:5-6. That passage in Jeremiah also stands out very prominently; “The heart is 
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who can know it?” Jeremiah 
17:9. And our Saviour has put in very strong language, his own view of the human 
heart in Matthew: “Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” Matthew 15:19. Perhaps, after 
all, one of the strongest is that of Paul, were he says, “The carnal mind is enmity 
against God, is not reconciled to God, neither indeed can be.” Romans 8:7.  And 
James, the practical James says, “The spirit which is in us lusts to envy.” James 
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4:5. I have only culled one or two passages, as it were, out of the great teeming 
mass. If any man is determined to turn Scripture upside down and pervert the 
truth, he may escape from the doctrine of the total depravity of the human race; 
but surely if we take the Bible as it stands, we may boldly say that if it does not 
teach that man is evil, thoroughly evil, then it does not teach anything at all, the 
Book is without meaning of any kind. Man is thoroughly evil; the heart is bad 
through and through to its very core, it is infected with sin and hatred of God in 
its center and essence. 
 
Tragically, the great masses of souls in our churches have refused to believe this 
great truth of the „total corruption‟ of human nature and our pulpits are to blame. 
What do you suppose the eternal destiny of these masses will be? 
 
 


