
THE BIBLICAL VIEW, MAN AND HIS 
DEPRAVITY 
 
The fall of man has rendered man totally depraved. This means that from birth 
man's heart is morally corrupt. "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies" Matt. 15:19. 
The word "heart" in Scripture represents every aspect of man's nature, including 
the intellect, will and emotions. Since this inherent corruption extends to every 
part of man's nature, it is unbiblical to assert that the human will is unaffected by 
the fall. "Man is totally depraved in the sense that everything about his nature is 
in rebellion against God." "Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually" Gen. 6:5. "Sinfulness, describes unregenerate man's rebellious 
nature. Everything that unregenerate man does or thinks is undergirded by 
rebellious inclinations against God or motivations that are sinful. He is a sinner 
and violates God's law because he is bound by that sinful nature inherited from 
Adam Rom. 5:12." "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked; who can know it?" Jer. 17:9. 
 
The doctrine of total depravity is easily misunderstood. It does not mean that 
man is as wicked as he could be. It is obvious that the pagan man who works hard 
to support his family, who is faithful to his wife, who obeys the civil laws, etc., is 
much better than a hardened criminal or serial murderer. It does not mean that 
an unsaved man cannot do good deeds. Jesus Himself acknowledged that evil 
men could give good gifts to their children Matt. 7:11. It does not mean that the 
image of God in man in the broader sense is destroyed. Man still has reasoning 
capabilities and a conscience that discriminates between good and evil. Man has 
an active spirit that creates beautiful works of art, music, architecture, and that 
makes great strides in science. "What it does mean is that, since the fall, man 
rests under the curse of sin, that he is actuated by wrong principles, and that he is 
wholly unable to love God or to do anything meriting salvation." "There is no 
spiritual good, that is, good in relation to God, in the sinner at all, but only 
perversion." "The ability of man to do good deeds in no way challenges his basic 
depravity. For what is corrupt in human nature is motivation, the inability of man 
to be good." A wicked person may go work in a soup kitchen in order to feel good 
about himself, but he cannot go even one day without committing sin, because by 
nature he is a sinner. 
 
What this inward depravity does is make all unregenerate men hostile to God and 
spiritual truth, and in love with sin and self. "Sin, and not righteousness, has 
become his natural element so that he has no desire for salvation." Unregenerate 
men may act very religious and outwardly good, but these actions do not flow 
from a true love of God and His glory; they flow from selfish, evil motives. To the 
unregenerate man, religion is something to make himself feel good; or to receive 
glory from other men. The author of Hebrews says that "without faith it is 
impossible to please Him" 11:6. Paul says "Whatever is not from faith is sin" Rom. 



14:23. The Proverb says that even "the plowing of the wicked is sin" Prov. 21:4. 
True faith in Christ, which issues forth from a regenerate heart, is the foundation 
of genuine virtue. An act which is outwardly good, but done in the service of self 
and Satan cannot please God. "The carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is 
not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God" Rom. 8:7-8. Paul describes unregenerate man as 
continually suppressing the truth about God and replacing it with various forms 
of idolatry in order to serve his own sinful lusts Rom. 1:18-32. Man is born a 
covenant breaker with an innate hostility toward Jehovah. Man has a heart that 
at every moment suppresses the true knowledge of God. 


