
THE DOCTRINE OF ORIGINAL SIN  
 
Many doctrines of the Bible are intimately related. If a person holds to a deficient 
view of one doctrine, it will logically lead to a defective view of other related 
doctrines. A doctrine that historically has had a crucial influence upon the 
doctrine of salvation is the doctrine of original sin. Original sin refers to the sinful 
state and condition into which all men are born as a result of Adam's sin. The 
guilt of Adam's sin is imputed to all men, while the pollution and inner 
corruption of sin is inherited by ordinary generation. Professing Christians differ 
regarding man's state after the fall. These differences have led to divergent views 
regarding redemption. Theological liberals have generally denied the fall and 
original sin, and thus have developed a humanistic, moralistic, good works 
version of Christianity. They openly deny the biblical doctrine of the vicarious 
atonement and the supernatural nature of salvation. Evangelicals and 
fundamentalists hold to an Armenian or semi-Pelagian view of the fall. They 
believe that the whole human race was in Adam when he fell; that human nature 
is thus tainted with hereditary sin and that all men by nature are inclined toward 
evil. But they believe that man still has a free will and still has the ability to 
discern spiritual truth and believe in Christ without the regenerating power of the 
Holy Spirit. They view man as spiritually sick but not dead. Man may need the 
help of the Holy Spirit, but it is man's will which controls this help. Man is said to 
be the author of faith and repentance. According to this view, salvation is a 
cooperative effort between God and man in which man plays the decisive role. 
The biblical view holds that the fall has not just rendered mankind sick or 
disabled, but rather spiritually dead. Men are totally depraved and totally unable 
to respond to the gospel without first being regenerated by the Holy Spirit. Man's 
will is not free to choose spiritual good, because it is enslaved to a heart that 
cannot discern spiritual truth that hates God and loves sin. This view holds that 
salvation is totally a work of God. 
 
Adam was the federal head or representative of the human race in the Garden of 
Eden. When he sinned, the entire human race fell in him. "The consequences of 
Adam's sin are all comprehended under the term death, in its widest sense." 
Spiritual and physical death passed to all men. The guilt of Adam's sin is passed 
unto all by imputation, and the pollution, innate hereditary moral depravity is 
passed to all men naturally born of Adam's seed. All men are born sinners by 
nature. "The imagination of a man's heart is evil from his youth" Gen. 8:21. 
"Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me" Ps. 
51:5. "The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as they 
are born, speaking lies" Ps. 58:3. "That which is born of flesh is flesh" John. 3:6. 
"We were by nature the children of wrath" Eph. 2:3. Contrary to modern 
evangelicalism, the Bible teaches that the penalty for sin, spiritual death and 
man's inherited moral corruption have rendered man totally unable to respond to 
the gospel. The Bible, therefore, teaches that salvation is absolutely and solely a 
work of God's grace. 
 


