
THE TOTAL DEPRAVITY OF HUMAN NATURE 
 
The truth about the nature of man is a classic example of the need to submit faithfully to 
the overall teaching of Holy Scripture. False understandings here will lead inevitably to 
false views about the new birth, the atonement and the whole plan of salvation. The 
teaching of Scripture is clear and unequivocal. Man is ‘totally depraved;’ that is to say, 
the fall of Adam, in which all men participate 1 Cor. 15:21, 22; Rom. 5:12-21 extends to 
all man’s faculties: his heart (Jeremiah 17:9), his mind (Ephes. 4:17, 18), his will John 
5:40, his conscience Titus 1:15 and every other part of him. The doctrine of ‘total 
depravity’ is not that every man is as bad as he could possibly be, but that man’s nature 
is corrupted and disabled in every aspect. So we do not deny that the unregenerate man 
is capable of doing and willing things which are in themselves good. This is an effect of 
God’s ‘common grace’ that is the work of the Holy Spirit in restraining men from sin and 
in leading them to do good. Such grace is necessary to prevent the world from sinking 
into a condition as evil as hell itself. Nevertheless, this is not the same as saving grace, 
and the good which results is despite the sinner’s corrupt nature. 
 
These good deeds are not acceptable to God, because they are without the only motive 
with which God is pleased, love to God and humble faith in Christ Heb. 11:6. When the 
Pharisaical Jews kept every outward commandment of the Law, God was not pleased 
with them because every act was marred by the sinful enmity of their hearts. Their best 
deeds were as filthy rags in the sight of our Holy God Isa. 64:6. ‘Works done before the 
grace of Christ and the inspiration of His Spirit are not pleasant to God, forasmuch as 
they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ.’ There is therefore not a single thing that a man 
can do that will please God, if he has not been born again of the Holy Spirit. Every man, 
woman and child born into this world, with the exception of our Lord was and is a slave 
to sin John 8:34. In all of his faculties man is chained and imprisoned in the darkness of 
his sins and in captivity to Satan. We must therefore guard against the common error 
that man’s will is free. The Bible is totally against such a notion. Man’s will, like every 
other aspect of his being, is in bondage to sin. Anything that is in bondage evidently 
cannot be free. Man’s will, being part of a spiritually dead nature, is not free towards 
God in any sense, but is ‘free’ only to sin. Paul says absolutely, ‘those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God’ Rom. 8:8. Neither is man free to turn to Christ for mercy, he cannot 
of his own volition. The natural man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for 
they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them’ 1 Cor. 2:14. 
Salvation therefore is not of man’s will but of God’s mercy Rom. 9:16. Those who receive 
Christ are born ‘not of the will of man, but of God’ John 1:13. ‘The condition of man after 
the Fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural 
strength and good works, to faith and calling upon God.’ Man is an enigma to himself 
and beyond hope without the new birth. 


