
WHAT IS WRONG WITH MAN?  
 
 
What is wrong with man? His heart is evil through and through. 
 
We prefer to think great evil is limited to a few depraved individuals, but that’s 
not true. Large populations commit heinous crimes. In the examples that follow I 
am going to tell some violent stories but there is Biblical precedent for that. 
Because of time constraints I limit my examples to only the last one hundred 
years. Clay Jones, Human Evil: 
 
Soviet Union 
 
In the Soviet Union from 1917 to 1989, the number of people killed for political 
reasons or who died in prisons or camps ranges from 20 to 26 million. These 
staggering numbers include the 6 million Ukrainian citizens whom the Soviets 
forced to die of starvation in 1932- 1933.  No mercy was shown the starving 
peasants. During the famine, detachments of workers and activists were 
marshaled in the countryside to take every last bit of produce or grain. Activists 
and officials went through peasant homes with rods, pushing them into walls and 
ceilings, seeking hidden stores of food or grain; yards were dug up or poked with 
rods in the search; and dogs were brought in to sniff out food…. Baked bread was 
taken. All reserves and the seed grain needed for planting were seized. The 
peasants were left with nothing. To isolate the victims, the Ukrainian borders 
were sealed off to block the importation of food. The peasants simply starved 
slowly to death throughout the Ukraine. One party official wrote, “The most 
terrifying sights were the little children with skeleton limbs dangling from 
balloon-like abdomens. Starvation had wiped every trace of youth from their 
faces, turning them into tortured gargoyles; only in their eyes still lingered the 
reminder of childhood. Everywhere we found men and women lying prone, their 
faces and bellies bloated, their eyes utterly expressionless.” Was this inhuman? 
No. Humans did this. 
 
Germany 
 
We read of millions of Jews and Slavs arrested in Europe by battalions of police 
and Gestapo. In some countries, like Poland, they were first forced into ghettos, 
but, sooner or later, millions of them were herded into sweltering rail cars so 
tightly that often there was no room to even sit. They traveled for days without 
food, without water, with not enough oxygen; often they urinated, defecated, and 
vomited standing up. Thousands died on the way. On one four-day transport in 
July 1944 of 2,521 prisoners from France to Dachau, 984 people perished. When 
they arrived at camps like Dachau, Treblinka, Mauthausen, Buchenwald, and 
Auschwitz, guards separated out those who could work and the others were sent 
to the gas chambers. Children were almost always exterminated because they 
couldn’t work and their mothers’ attempts to hide them in their clothing failed. 



We read of many thousands, often entire families, stripped naked and forced to 
lie on top of just-shot people; many of whom were still moaning and twitching. 
The newcomers often spoke in low voices and tried to comfort the dying until 
they too were shot, and on it went. Of course, we know of gas chambers; of 
Zyklon-B gas dropped through small openings in the ceilings; of guards who said 
they knew the victims were dead when the screaming stopped. When the guards 
opened the doors they found piles of naked men, women, and children who had 
climbed on top of each other, in the corners of the room, attempting to flee the 
choking clouds. Other prisoners then took their bodies to the ovens. We know of 
women raped. Of torture, of medical experiments where people were almost 
frozen, put in decompression chambers, drained of blood, sterilized. Of Mengele’s 
experiments on identical twins: injecting their eyes with chemicals in an attempt 
to turn them Aryan blue, or poisoning and then dissecting them to learn the 
poison’s effect. And on it goes. But perhaps most frightening is that the Germans 
knew that Hitler wanted to exterminate the Jews long before he came into power. 
Consider that as early as August 13, 1920, almost two decades before the 
beginning of World War II and at the beginning of his political rise, Hitler gave a 
speech entitled, “Why Are We Anti-Semites?” He said Jews were “criminals” and 
“parasites” who should be punished with death. “The heaviest bolt is not heavy 
enough and the securest prison is not secure enough that a few million could not 
in the end open it. Only one bolt cannot be opened and that is death.” Hitler 
released the two-volume Mein Kampf (My Struggle) in 1925 and 1926. In it he 
reflected on the role of German Jews during World War I: “If at the beginning of 
the War and during the War twelve or fifteen thousand of these Hebrew 
corrupters of the people had been held under poison gas,” then millions of “real 
Germans” would not have died. Many average Germans, then, may not have 
actually pulled the trigger or dropped Zyklon-B into the gas chambers, but they 
knew Hitler wanted to kill the Jews long before he came into power. And it wasn’t 
a few Germans: 10,005 camps have been identified positively. The major camps 
had many satellite camps. For example, Dachau had 174 satellite camps and 
Auschwitz had 50 satellite camps and 7,000 guards. Mauthausen had 5,700 
people staffing it and its satellite camps. Was this is inhuman? And what did 
these satellite camps do? They provided hundreds of thousands of slave laborers 
for corporations with names like Daimler-Benz, BMW, Volkswagen, Krupp, and I 
G. Farben, who produced the Zyklon-B used in the gas chambers. The Bayer 
Corporation was a subsidiary of I. G. Farben and sold Zyklon-B out of its sales 
office. Of course, countless administrators, typists, rail workers, policemen, truck 
drivers, and factory workers knew and their families knew what was going on. 
 
China 
 
Under the Chinese communists a conservative estimate is that 26 to 30 million 
“counterrevolutionaries” were killed or died in the prison system. Of course, a 
statistic doesn’t capture the horror. Consider the words of Mao Tse Tung who 
boasted in a 1958 speech to the communist party, “What’s so unusual about 
Emperor Shih Huang of the Chin Dynasty? He had buried alive 460 scholars 
only, but we have buried alive 46,000 scholars.” When I first read this I thought 



it impossible! Burying people alive must be a metaphor! But further research 
proved that burying people alive was a common method of execution.  
 
Japan: 
 
Within a few weeks beginning in December of 1937, the Japanese army raped, 
tortured, and murdered over 300,000 Chinese in the city of Nanking. The Rape 
of Nanking should be remembered not only for the number of people slaughtered 
but for the cruel manner in which many met their deaths. Chinese men were used 
for bayonet practice and in decapitation contests. An estimated 20,000–80,000 
Chinese women were raped. Many soldiers went beyond rape to disembowel 
women, slice off their breasts, and nail them alive to walls. Fathers were forced to 
rape their daughters and sons their mothers, as other family members watched. 
Not only did live burials, castration, the carving of organs, and the roasting of 
people become routine, but more diabolical tortures were practiced, such as 
hanging people by their tongues on iron hooks or burying people to their waists 
and watching them get torn apart by German shepherds. So sickening was the 
spectacle that even the Nazis in the city were horrified, one proclaiming the 
massacre to be the work of “bestial machinery.” The Rape of Nanking, as it is 
called, was front-page news across the world, yet most of the world did nothing to 
stop it and Japan officially denies it today. But humans did it. 
 
Add Nauseous: 
 
Ottoman Turkey’s Young Turks killed approximately 1.2 million Armenians from 
1915 to 1923. The phrase “crimes against humanity” was introduced in response 
to these murders.  
 
In Cambodia between 1975 and 1979, Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge killed 1,700,000 to 
2,200,000 Cambodians out of a total population of about seven million to 
remove foreign influence and intellectuals in an attempt to return to an agrarian 
culture.  
 
After defeating Marxist guerillas the Guatemalan army killed “tens of thousands” 
of Mayan Indians in the 1980s and early 1990s. 
 
Most of us are familiar with South Africa and the apartheid there; the 
Reconciliation Commission found 36,935 cases of severe ill-treatment, 
abductions, tortures, and killings. 
 
In 1971 Pakistani soldiers “killed, disabled, raped, or displaced” 3,000,000 
people and created 10,000,000 refugees who fled to India. 
 
From 1980-1985 Uganda targeted the Buganda causing the deaths of 300,000 
people. From 1986 to 2003 they “indiscriminately terrorized” people of the 
Acholi region killing another 100,000. 
 



In Saddam’s Iraq troops used nerve gas on the Kurds, many survivors suffer 
neurological disorders, frequently tortured average Iraqis, and tortured to death 
many Kuwaitis. 
 
In Argentina tens of thousands disappeared to be systematically tortured, then 
drugged, stripped naked and thrown out of airplanes into the ocean. 
 
During World War II 280,000 to 380,000 Jews perished in territories under 
Romanian administration. 
 
There isn’t time to talk about the French military and police torturing thousands 
of Algerians; ethnic cleansing in Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina; torture in 
Brazil, terror campaigns in Ethiopia, dismemberments in Sierra Leone, and the 
ongoing horrors in the Sudan and Darfur where over 300,000 have died. 
 
Human cruelty is imaginable. By that I mean that if a human set on hurting 
someone else can imagine a horrific torture and has the opportunity to do it, he 
or she will do it. I could go on and on and on with one sickening story after 
another and, sadly, none of this is inhuman. Also, in most of the horrors 
mentioned above the world knew what was going on and did nothing to stop 
them. 
 
United States: 
 
But what about the United States: Since 1973, the United States has aborted 
50,000,000 babies and continues abortion today. Most aborted babies are 
suctioned to pieces, many are scalded to death by saline solutions, others are 
dismembered with a curette, and, until recently, thousands of others, as late even 
as the ninth month, were partially delivered, only to have their heads’ pierced and 
their brains suctioned out to collapse their skulls. One friend of mine encouraged 
me not to include a discussion about abortion because even many Christians see 
nothing wrong with abortion and so she feared it would weaken my argument. 
But isn’t that the point? Do we really think that the majority of any culture that 
participates in mass-murder considers it wrong while they do it?  
 
We were all disgusted when we learned that a man named Jeffery Dahmer ate his 
victims. But how did Hollywood respond? It made Silence of the Lambs which 
film critic Michael Medved says centered on: A transvestite serial killer who stuffs 
the larvae of a rare moth down the throats of his victims, after he has skinned 
them. He selects overweight women as the preferred targets of his wrath, holding 
them as prisoner and starving them for a time before slaughtering them so that 
their skin will hang loose on their frames, facilitating his work. The FBI’s only 
hope for catching this murderous, maniacal monster rests with yet another 
murderous, maniacal monster, this one a former psychiatrist who lives for the 
thrill of consuming human flesh. He fondly recalls the incomparable pleasures of 
a delicacy prepared by cooking human liver together with fava beans, then 
elegantly served with “a nice Chianti.” One of the few film critics to pan it wrote 



“Yes, the picture is tactfully made, but the question remains, why make it at all? 
The skilled craftsmanship and the directorial restraint can’t change what the film 
is, a thoroughly morbid and meaningless depiction of the modus operandi of a 
couple of sadists…. We know these kinds of madmen exist, but the film offers no 
insight into what makes them tick….” Is this inhuman? No, this entertains us. 
Hollywood applauded by giving it the top five Academy awards, it’s only the third 
movie to do this and then making three sequels. When I have the time, I ask the 
audience how many have seen Silence of the Lambs and there has never been 
fewer than 75 percent that raised their hands. Why see a movie like that? When 
we consider the onslaught of slasher, chainsaw, torture, and snuff films, we must 
conclude that many Americans like watching terrified people writhe in agony. 
 
More recently a few weeks ago in Georgia, a mother placed her two children in an 
oven and bake them alive. Another woman in Georgia drowned her two children 
in the bathtub saying voices in her head made her do it. In North Carolina, a 14 
year old Hispanic boy killed his mother, decapitated her and when the police 
arrived to arrest him he came out the front door with his mother’s decapitated 
head in his arms and her body lying in the living room. When they asked him why 
he did it, he said, “I just wanted too, it seemed alright to me.” I could go on and 
on, horrifying stories of the evil of men’s hearts, the evil in all men’s hearts, even 
the best Christians. 
 
Listen! I beg you do not listen to your hearts! The heart is corrupt. It may lie 
dormant in the best of times but it is still ready at any moment to inflame, 
corrupt and destroy the best of us, even this old preacher. Never at any moment 
trust your heart. If I may, let me say one last thing here: 
 
As believer’s in God’s eyes He sees His child “as if he has never sinned” because of 
Jesus but as long as we still live in this fallen depraved body of ours, our hearts 
are full of evil. Human Evil! What is wrong with man? His heart is EVIL through 
and through. 
 


